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The Role of the Nameless Witness: 
A Study of the Dual Structures of Kunio Ogawa’s Aru Seisho
SAKURAI, Ryota
 This paper aims to determine the role of the nameless witness who appears 
at the end of Aru Seisho (September 1973), translated as A Bible henceforward. A 
Bible, as the title implies, is a literary novel based on the Bible. Since the beginning 
of his career, Kunio Ogawa (1927-2008) was interested in imbibing biblical stories 
into his writings. Many contemporary literary critics have analyzed A Bible as his 
primary work with an emphasis on the character, ‘Yunia’ (ユニア, Yunia), who 
receives a calling from God. However, the nameless witness who renews the faith 
of ‘Yunia’ can also be seen to have a significant role. Therefore, this paper 
examines the influence of the Bible and Ogawa’s personal faith on his writings to 
reveal the significance of the witness, the reasons that the character has no name, 
and insight into Ogawa’s understanding of Christianity.
 The first chapter of this paper summarizes major concepts concerning 
Christian Literature relevant to recent studies on modern Japanese Literature. 
Christian Literature has been assumed to utilize definitions of Christian 
terminology and problematic issues of faith that vary dependent on the 
researchers. This paper uses Yamagata’s categorization of terms, which enables a 
parallel examination of A Bible and Ogawa’s struggle in his faith. Therefore, the 
central focus is twofold: to capture Ogawa’s conflict with his life as a Christian 
and to analyze the text of A Bible as a reflection of this struggle.
 The second chapter of this paper compares characteristics of Ogawa’s 
writings with other Japanese Christian Literature and illustrates his biography 
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focusing on his Christian faith. In comparison to Shûsaku Endô (1923-1996), the 
theme of suffering faith does not appear in the works of Ogawa. Instead, the 
evangelistic nature of his publication draws similarities with writings by Ayako 
Miura (1922-1999). Although his family was not Christian, Ogawa himself 
identified as a Christian and served at the church where he gained an 
understanding of the Bible. Ogawa’s literary works are subsumed under his 
Christian life. Particularly, A Bible mirrors his deep interest in his faith and his 
biblical hermeneutic.
 The third chapter of this paper clarifies the thematic elements of A Bible. 
While literary works preceding A Bible have directly characterized Jesus Christ as 
Anohito (あの人, ‘A man’), Ogawa depicts Anohito itself through the voice of the 
nameless witness in A Bible. The use of the witness is a part of the dual structures 
that gives insight into the silent Anohito through a negative image. The other part 
of the dual structures is Anohito and the aphoristic use of the words Jesus found 
in the Bible. These dual structures blur the depiction of Anohito in the story, 
depending on the role of the witness to clarify the relationship of Anohito as 
Emmanuel, God with us. Therefore, the witness occupies an important thematic 
position in relation to Ogawa’s understanding of the Bible.
 The fourth chapter of this paper gives a detailed analysis of the dual 
structures of A Bible and the significance of the witness. The first structure 
considers the relationship between the biblical words of Jesus and the words of 
Anohito. In A Bible, the character of Anohito rarely speaks in contrast to Ogawa’s 
preceding works. Instead, the words of Jesus are in the lines of the other characters 
as aphorisms, which diminish the relationship between Anohito and Jesus in the 
story. The second structure is the indirect portrayal of Anohito through the 
contradictory standpoint of other characters such as the betrayer, named 
‘Ashiniriromuzo’ (アシニリロムゾ, Ashiniriromuzo) whose motif is Judas Iscariot. 
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The silence of Anohito within the aphoristic appearance of the biblical words of 
Jesus and his negative depiction through the lens of supporting characters point 
to dual structures that diminish the direct connection of Anohito as Jesus in the 
story, requiring a closer examination of the nameless witness to draw out the 
nature of Anohito. The witness evokes Anohito as Emmanuel, God with us and is 
the only character to have no name. The namelessness of the witness places 
emphasis on the testimony as opposed to the one bearing witness, strengthening 
the connection of Anohito to Jesus. Comparison with the witnesses on the road to 
Emmaus in the Gospel of Luke further reinforces the significance of the nameless 
witness in explicating the character of Anohito in A Bible.
 Parallel examination of A Bible with a focus on the witness and Ogawa’s 
struggle with his faith in this paper shows the significance of theological 
interpretation in considering Ogawa’s understanding of the Bible and Christianity 
as influences on his writings. The paper also suggests further analysis of Ogawa 
through a critical and detailed view of his Christian life and textual reading as 
future tasks of study. In regarding these tasks, this paper proposes some directions 
of the future mission of Christian Literature.
